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Summary

On the territories of Podyjí-Thayatal NP and its buffer zone 
206 bird species have been recorded. Of these birds, 87 spe-
cies nest here regularly, while 36 species nest here irregularly 
or probably nest here. Of the 7 species, which nested here in 
the past, the Stone Curlew (Burhinus oedicnemus), European 
Roller (Coracias garrulus), Rock Thrush (Monticola saxatilis) 
and Ortolan Bunting (Emberiza hortulana) do not occur here 
in recent years, the Snipe (Gallinago gallinago) visits on its 
migration and the Jackdaw (Corvus monedula) flies in from 
nesting sites in Znojmo or Šatov. Only the Peregrine Falcon 
(Falco peregrinus) may return to Podyjí, as it is reoccupying 
its former nesting sites after many years and falcon numbers 
are increasing. 59 bird species regularly overwinter in the 
territory, while another 42 species occasionally overwinter 
here. 17 species are classified as random visitors, of which 
several have only been observed flying over the territory, e.g. 
the Egyptian Vulture (Neophron percnopterus), Glossy Ibis 
(Plegadis falcinellus) and Great Bustard (Otis tarda). 
 The Czech side of the NP and its buffer zone are included 
in the European Natura 2000 network of protected areas as 
the Podyjí SPA-Bird Area. The subjects of the protection are 
the Syrian Woodpecker (Dendrocopos syriacus) and Barred 
Warbler (Sylvia nisoria).
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Open Cultural Landscapes –  
Pastures, Orchards, Vineyards,  
Gardens, Fields

The agricultural landscape which separates the settlements 
from the forests and protects the NP’s core from direct prox-
imity with mankind is also of ornithological interest. In ad-
dition to large arable tracts, we can also find smaller fields, 
gardens, orchards and vineyards, with meadows and waste-
land in places. Common bird species include the Skylark 
(Alauda arvensis), Grey Partridge (Perdix perdix), Quail (Cotur-
nix coturnix) and Kestrel (Falco tinnunculus). We may observe 
Lapwings (Vanellus vanellus) during their migrations, some-
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11 Wryneck (Jynx torquilla)

Heathlands

The eastern edge of Podyjí NP is fringed with a wide belt of 
heathlands. This biotope developed in the past thanks to in-
tensive grazing, evidence of which can still be found in the 
forests. Farm animals grazed the herb layer, but also chewed 
on tree and bush seedlings, preventing them from spread-
ing. The mosaic of grasslands, heather polycormons, shrub-
by areas and wooded glades with scattered fruit trees, small 
rock formations or rock piles which developed here, provides 
homes for many bird species. Rare birds include the Night-
jar (Caprimulgus europaeus), a mysterious nocturnal hunter, 
which may give away its presence via its monotonous, but 
far-carrying, call on warm summer evenings. It spends the 
daytime hidden on the ground or on tree branches, where its 
perfect camouflage makes it almost impossible to see. How-
ever, another nocturnal bird, the Woodlark (Lullula arborea), 
is not difficult to identify. Its pleasant song may be heard in 
the daytime too and sharp-eyed observers will certainly 
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times accompanied by Golden Plovers (Pluvialis apricaria) on 
the fields. The Crane (Grus grus) is a very occasional visitor, 
although it is interesting that they are attracted to a certain 
field between Lukov and Horní Břečkov, where they have 
been observed several times. The number of Cranes in the 
Czech Republic is increasing, which explains why this elegant 
bird is sighted more often. The Merlin (Falco columbarius), an 
agile hunter of songbirds, is an interesting wintertime visitor. 
 Tree Sparrows (Passer montanus) and Starlings (Sturnus 
vulgaris) are abundant in the orchards and vineyards. Huge 
flocks of Starlings are the wine growers’ enemy and the 
sounds of bird scaring devices and ‘gas guns’ are an integral 
part of the autumn atmosphere of eastern Podyjí. Less prob-
lematic inhabitants of these biotopes include the Wryneck 
(Jynx torquilla), Syrian Woodpecker (Dendrocopos syriacus) 
and Song Thrush (Turdus philomelos), as well as the attractive 
Hoopoe (Upupa epops). Hoopoes raise their young in larger 
cavities in trees, but may also nest under piles of firewood 
or in underground burrows. They are limited by a shortage 
of large insects, meaning that agricultural lands treated with 
large amounts of pesticides are not interesting for them.  
 The inhabitants of the meadows include Yellow Wagtails 
(Motacilla flava), which are only found near the NP on the 
horse paddocks around Havraníky.

spot a singing male high in the sky. Woodlarks build their 
nests on the ground and are well hidden in the grass. Being 
inconspicuous is their main protection. Red-backed Shrikes 
(Lanius collurio) and Barred Warblers (Sylvia nisoria) have 
chosen a different strategy. They usually build their nests 
in the thick branches of thorny bushes. These two species 
can often be seen together, although we do not know which 
species gains advantage from the presence of the other, but 
they are certainly not neighbours just by coincidence. The 
wealth of herbs and grasses on the heathlands offer a wide 
range of seeds and grains, which are eaten by the Greenfinch 
(Carduelis chloris), Eurasian Linnet (Carduelis cannabina) and 
Yellowhammer (Emberiza citrinella). The Cuckoo (Cuculus 
canorus) reveals its presence by its pleasant and typical call. 
Cuckoos do not only hunt here, but also carefully observe 
the activity of smaller songbirds, so that they do not miss the 
right moment, when they can lay their own egg in the other 
bird´s nests. This wealth of birds is also utilised by the brave 
hunter of birds – the Sparrowhawk (Accipiter nisus), which is 
able to kill prey as large as Turtle Doves (Streptopelia turtur).
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Thermophilic Oakwoods 

A variety of thermophilic oakwoods and oak-hornbeam 
woods form the majority of the forest stands on both sides of 
the Dyje. They are especially found in the eastern and central 
parts of the NP, and most are included in the First Zone. In the 
past they were used as coppice forests, which can still be seen 
in many places today. On the valley edge and on rocky slopes 
the contiguous stands are more open, the trees are shorter 
and often twisted, the forest passes into forest steppe.  
 In springtime you may hear the typical call of the Mid-
dle Spotted Woodpecker (Dendrocopos medius), from May 
onwards the crowns of the trees are enlivened by the sim-
ple song of the Collared Flycatcher (Ficedula albicollis), 
along with the Redstart (Phoenicurus phoenicurus) in forest 
clearings. Before the trees grow their new foliage you may 
observe the common, but inconspicuous, Hawfinch (Cocco-
thraustes coccothraustes). Although it is a song bird, its sing-
ing will not catch your ear. However, it is brightly coloured 
and has an unmistakeable strong bill, which can easily break 
open the hardest fruit seeds. The crowns of the trees are 
the feeding grounds of the insectivorous treecreepers. They 
start near the ground and climb upwards on the tree trunks 
in a spiral pattern, searching any cavity or crack in the bark 
on their way. The Short-toed Treecreeper (Certhia brachydac-
tyla) is rarer, but we meet the Treecreeper (C. familiaris) more 
often. Families of Honey Buzzards (Pernis apivorus), birds of 
prey which are specialised in catching bees and wasps, circle 
above the canyon in summertime. They are migratory, start-
ing to build their nests in the crowns of trees in early May 
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when other birds of prey, e.g. Buzzards (Buteo buteo) or Gos-
hawks (Accipiter gentilis), are already feeding their young. In 
the winter you cannot miss the noisy Jays (Garrulus glanda-
rius), which are attracted here by the abundance of acorns, 
and the Mistle Thrush (Turdus viscivorus), which fiercely de-
fends its favourite foodstuff – Loranthus berries – even from 
the overseas visitors, the Waxwings (Bombycilla garrulus).

Kingfishers (Alcedo atthis) are relatively rare in the NP, as the 
vertical clay riverbanks, in which they dig their nesting tun-
nels, cannot be found here. The Dyje river is also interest-
ing for ornithologists in wintertime, as the water released 
from Vranov Reservoir is relatively warm and the river does 
not usually freeze, so that the river becomes a sanctuary 
for many overwintering species. We may observe large 
numbers of Mute Swans (Cygnus olor), Cormorants (Phalac-
rocorax carbo) or Grey Herons (Ardea cinerea), and some-
times smaller numbers of Goosanders (Mergus merganser), 
Wigeons (Anas penelope), Little Grebes (Tachybaptus ruficol-
lis) or Great White Egrets (Egretta alba). If we are lucky, we 
may observe the magnificent White-tailed Eagle (Haliaeetus 
albicilla) at any time of the year. 
 Marsh Harriers (Circus aeruginosus) and Great Reed War-
blers (Acrocephalus arundinaceus) are bound to the biotope 
of the ponds and pools in the NP. The interesting and often 
overlooked habitat of temporary wet meadows is used by 
the Snipe (Gallinago gallinago) or Jack Snipe (Lymnocryptes 
minimus) on their migrations.

low water levels, is one of the main attractions on the ter-
ritory. Damp areas in forests with thick undergrowth are 
the home of abundant populations of one of our smallest 
birds – the Wren (Troglodytes troglodytes). The Goldcrest and 
Firecrest (Regulus regulus and R. ignicapilla), Coal Tit, Crested 
Tit and Willow Tit (Parus ater, P. cristatus and P. montanus) 
and Spotted Flycatcher (Muscicapa striata) are also abun-
dant in these forests, but are difficult to observe in the for-
est canopy. However, the Red-breasted Flycatcher (Ficedula 
parva) is very rare. It returns from winter territories in S and 
SE Asia in early May, and leaves in late August/September. It 
is easier to hear the songs of all these small songbirds, rather 
than to see them, which is why knowledge of their songs is 
a great advantage if you want to recognise them. 

Riverine, Stillwater,  
Wetland biotopes

There are many types of aquatic and wetland biotopes in the 
national park. The most important is the Dyje river, but we 
can also find larger and smaller stillwaters, vernal pools and 
wet meadows. The actual river is an important element and 
includes various types of habitats. Most of the river course 
has a natural character and we can find boulder-filled rapids, 
sand and gravel banks and deep pools here. The weirs and 
abandoned millstreams are evidence of previous human 
settlement. Two reservoirs – at Vranov and Znojmo – have 
a fundamental effect on the water regime. 
 Typical birds which are closely linked to the river include 
the Dipper (Cinclus cinclus). It hunts for its food – small 
aquatic animals – in the shallow, fast-flowing water, builds 
its nest among tree roots, on rocky riverbanks or in walls 
by the river. Grey Wagtails (Motacilla cinerea) inhabit similar 
localities, but do not dive or swim to catch their food, but 
find it on the river and stream banks. On the other hand, 

Primeval Forests in Colder Areas

North-facing slopes, incised side valleys and higher eleva-
tions are covered by forests, which are dominated by beech, 
spruce and fir. These forest types are mostly found around 
Hardegg, Čížov and Vranov. This is a paradise for woodpeck-
ers, the most common of which is the Great Spotted Wood-
pecker (Dendrocopos major). Rarer species include the Grey-
headed Woodpecker (Picus canus) and Black Woodpecker 
(Dryocopos martius). They nest in cavities, which they create 
in tree trunks, making a new cavity every year. In the follow-
ing years the unoccupied cavities are used as nesting sites 
by other birds – Stock Doves (Columba oenas), Tawny Owls 
(Strix aluco), Starlings (Sturnus vulgaris), occasionally even 
Tengmalm´s Owl (Aegolius funereus). Black Storks (Ciconia 
nigra) build their spacious nests in the crowns of trees, often 
on side branches and sometimes surprisingly close to the 
ground. 4–6 pairs nest in the national park every year. Dur-
ing the period of feeding and raising their young (June–July) 
a view of adult or young storks wading in the Dyje river at 
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migration and the Jackdaw (Corvus monedula) flies in from 
nesting sites in Znojmo or Šatov. Only the Peregrine Falcon 
(Falco peregrinus) may return to Podyjí, as it is reoccupying 
its former nesting sites after many years and falcon numbers 
are increasing. 59 bird species regularly overwinter in the 
territory, while another 42 species occasionally overwinter 
here. 17 species are classified as random visitors, of which 
several have only been observed flying over the territory, e.g. 
the Egyptian Vulture (Neophron percnopterus), Glossy Ibis 
(Plegadis falcinellus) and Great Bustard (Otis tarda). 
 The Czech side of the NP and its buffer zone are included 
in the European Natura 2000 network of protected areas as 
the Podyjí SPA-Bird Area. The subjects of the protection are 
the Syrian Woodpecker (Dendrocopos syriacus) and Barred 
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The agricultural landscape which separates the settlements 
from the forests and protects the NP’s core from direct prox-
imity with mankind is also of ornithological interest. In ad-
dition to large arable tracts, we can also find smaller fields, 
gardens, orchards and vineyards, with meadows and waste-
land in places. Common bird species include the Skylark 
(Alauda arvensis), Grey Partridge (Perdix perdix), Quail (Cotur-
nix coturnix) and Kestrel (Falco tinnunculus). We may observe 
Lapwings (Vanellus vanellus) during their migrations, some-
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11 Wryneck (Jynx torquilla)

Heathlands

The eastern edge of Podyjí NP is fringed with a wide belt of 
heathlands. This biotope developed in the past thanks to in-
tensive grazing, evidence of which can still be found in the 
forests. Farm animals grazed the herb layer, but also chewed 
on tree and bush seedlings, preventing them from spread-
ing. The mosaic of grasslands, heather polycormons, shrub-
by areas and wooded glades with scattered fruit trees, small 
rock formations or rock piles which developed here, provides 
homes for many bird species. Rare birds include the Night-
jar (Caprimulgus europaeus), a mysterious nocturnal hunter, 
which may give away its presence via its monotonous, but 
far-carrying, call on warm summer evenings. It spends the 
daytime hidden on the ground or on tree branches, where its 
perfect camouflage makes it almost impossible to see. How-
ever, another nocturnal bird, the Woodlark (Lullula arborea), 
is not difficult to identify. Its pleasant song may be heard in 
the daytime too and sharp-eyed observers will certainly 
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times accompanied by Golden Plovers (Pluvialis apricaria) on 
the fields. The Crane (Grus grus) is a very occasional visitor, 
although it is interesting that they are attracted to a certain 
field between Lukov and Horní Břečkov, where they have 
been observed several times. The number of Cranes in the 
Czech Republic is increasing, which explains why this elegant 
bird is sighted more often. The Merlin (Falco columbarius), an 
agile hunter of songbirds, is an interesting wintertime visitor. 
 Tree Sparrows (Passer montanus) and Starlings (Sturnus 
vulgaris) are abundant in the orchards and vineyards. Huge 
flocks of Starlings are the wine growers’ enemy and the 
sounds of bird scaring devices and ‘gas guns’ are an integral 
part of the autumn atmosphere of eastern Podyjí. Less prob-
lematic inhabitants of these biotopes include the Wryneck 
(Jynx torquilla), Syrian Woodpecker (Dendrocopos syriacus) 
and Song Thrush (Turdus philomelos), as well as the attractive 
Hoopoe (Upupa epops). Hoopoes raise their young in larger 
cavities in trees, but may also nest under piles of firewood 
or in underground burrows. They are limited by a shortage 
of large insects, meaning that agricultural lands treated with 
large amounts of pesticides are not interesting for them.  
 The inhabitants of the meadows include Yellow Wagtails 
(Motacilla flava), which are only found near the NP on the 
horse paddocks around Havraníky.

spot a singing male high in the sky. Woodlarks build their 
nests on the ground and are well hidden in the grass. Being 
inconspicuous is their main protection. Red-backed Shrikes 
(Lanius collurio) and Barred Warblers (Sylvia nisoria) have 
chosen a different strategy. They usually build their nests 
in the thick branches of thorny bushes. These two species 
can often be seen together, although we do not know which 
species gains advantage from the presence of the other, but 
they are certainly not neighbours just by coincidence. The 
wealth of herbs and grasses on the heathlands offer a wide 
range of seeds and grains, which are eaten by the Greenfinch 
(Carduelis chloris), Eurasian Linnet (Carduelis cannabina) and 
Yellowhammer (Emberiza citrinella). The Cuckoo (Cuculus 
canorus) reveals its presence by its pleasant and typical call. 
Cuckoos do not only hunt here, but also carefully observe 
the activity of smaller songbirds, so that they do not miss the 
right moment, when they can lay their own egg in the other 
bird´s nests. This wealth of birds is also utilised by the brave 
hunter of birds – the Sparrowhawk (Accipiter nisus), which is 
able to kill prey as large as Turtle Doves (Streptopelia turtur).
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